Forensic Medicine
‘Living and Dead’

JasonPayne-James

Clinical forensic medicine

Prisoner examinations
— Prisoner and alleged victim examinations
If sufficient training

— Adult complainants of serious sexual assault
— Alleged perpetrators

— Child victims of neglect, physical or sexual abuse
— Mental health assessments

Expert opinions

Refugee and asylum medicine
Torture

Human rights issues

- UK

- International

Teaching, training and research
- UK

- International

What can a forensic physician do?

With reference to police:
« Fitness to detain
« Fitness to interview
« Fitnessto charge
« Fitness to release

Mental health assessments

Traffic offences — drink/drug driving
Sudden deaths

Complainant (domestic, sexual, child, elder)
Suspect

Police

Complaints

Prevention of Terrorism prisoners

Whatis forensic medicine?

Forensic — ‘of or pertaining to the law’

- Forensic pathology

- Forensic physicians

‘Legal medicine’

Terms used interchangeably throughout the warld

Interaction with other science specialties
Interaction with other bodies/organisations

FORENSIC
- AND LEG;

Forensic
Medicine

A Physician’s Guide

Other roles where forensic skills needed
Sexual offence examiners
Child protection
Safeguarding
Refugee assessments
Torture assessment
Consultants/advisers
— eg Military Court Service

— National Policing Improvement Agency
- coroners

— Independent Police Complaints Commission
— Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs
Expert opinions:

- defence and Crown

— civil issues

— professional standards and complaints




Criminal vs Civil-Jurisdictions?

Adversarial system
Civil — live evidence uncommon
Criminal — live evidence commol

Clinical forensic medicine

A new discipline? 3 -
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Independence of forensic physicians

One night I was valled to Shadwell station
A new concept? 1 gee & man charged with being drurk and
disorderly, who hud u number of wounds on
the top of his head. I dressed the wounds
and bandaged the dressings on te our mutual
satisfaction, and when | had finished he
whispored : ** Doctor, you might come with
me to the cell door.”

I saw no reason to refuse his request, and
went with him. We were just passing the
deor of an empty eell, when & police eonstable
with & mop slipped ont and struek the man
u blow over the head, which made short
wark of all my beautiful bandaging.

Boiling over with indignation [ hurried

oceurred, and added that if he did not deal
with the delinguent at onee snd sufficiently,
I would report the whole disgusting hosiness
to headquarters.

8o the inspector sent for the offender,
and of what was said and done perhaps the
legs 1 say the better. In the event | was
perfecily satisfied and wothing of the kind

to the inspector's office, told-him what had®

Approximate numbers of forensic cases

Forensic pathologists
~<50
~ 1800 homicides 2007 -2008
~ 300,000 coroners autopsies (hospital pathologists)

Forensic physician
~500-1000?
~ 500,000 cases per annum
(~950,000 violence cases 2007-8)
~ 16,000 cases of serious violence 2007-8

Forensic physicians

A new medical specialty? THE DIARY
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Evidential

Daily themes which involve forensig,medicine

EXCLUSIVE: KILLER'S 90-MINUTE
SUICIDE TAPE REVEALED IN FULL

How Hally
and Jessica
were killed

Evidential

Public get child safety
role in wake of Baby P
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3!‘.“‘1353"‘?"" s L BBC drama about Suffolk Strangler's victims
il condemned by mother

the warman murdered by the Suffolk Strangler, Steve Wright, has
e of his victims.

Published: 3:00PM GMT 07 Dec 2008

Keery Nicol, 41, whose
daughter Tania. 19, was Killed
by Wight, accused) the BBC
of having "no respect” for the
tamiies of Wright's fve
victims

Five Daughters, 2 hree-pan
drama about the murders
starring Sarah Lancashire,
farmerly af Coronation Strees,
will bo aired on BBC One next
year
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Roy Burnett

Life sentence for rape 1985
RVIVED 1999 — released following Appeal

Judge LJ - ‘almost certainly was never invelved’

Convicted on poor medical evidence, wrongly interpreted

Not challenged by defence

False accusation
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Purpose of appropriate_assessments

‘As everybody who has anything to-do with the law knows,
the path of law is strewn with examples of open and shut
cases which, somehow, were not; of ananswerable
charges which, in the event, were completelypanswered;
of inexplicable conduct which was fully explain€sk, of
fixed and unalterable determinations that, by diScussion,
suffered a change.’

Megarry J in John v Rees [1970] Ch 345, 402

Pros of Clinical Forensic Medicine

Broad base of real clinical medicine

Great job satisfaction

Huge range of caseload

Independence

Interaction with clients, lawyers, police and ather
healthcare professionals

Assisting in the proper administration of justice {(Criminal;
asylum, civil, tribunals)

Purpose of appropriate_assessments

“Justice ‘according to law’ demands proper evidence. By
that we mean not merely evidence'which might be true
and to a considerable extent probablyis,true, but, as the
learned trial judge put it, “evidence which\s'so convincing
in truth and manifestly reliable that it reaches,the
standard of proof beyond reasonable doubt.

Court of Appeal in R. v Steenson and others [1986] NIJB1 A= =0k
Lowry LCJ

And quoted by WeirJin R v Sean Hoey

Any questions!




